VETERANS day Navy speech
VETERANS, sailors, civilians AND GUESTS:

thank you for inviting me here today. it is truly an honor and privilege to spend this VETERANS day with you AS WE PAY TRIBUTE to all who have served AND SACRIFICED. 
while we may WEAR different uniforms, for all of us, the meaning is the same. FIRST CELEBRATED IN 1919 AS “Armistice Day” as a way to remember the sacrifices men and women made during World War I, it EVOLVED in 1954 to “VETERANS day” -- a way to honor all american VETERANS of all wars.

TODAY this totals more than 20 million American VETERANS liVing across the country*** who have guaranteed our freedom and kept America safe. 
AS A SAILOR IN THE WORLD’S GREATEST NAVY, VETERANS DAY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT UPON generationS of great sailors - EVERYONE FROM: 
· Seaman First Class JAMES RICHARD WARD who during the attacks at Pearl Harbor, remained in a turret holding a flashlight so members of the U.S.S. Oklahoma could see to escape, thereby sacrificing his own life, 
· Naval aviator COMMANDER Everett Alvarez, who was shot down over Vietnam in 1964 and withstood more than eight years of torture and solitary confinement before being released,

· HOSPITAL CORPSMAN 1ST CLASS AMILCAR RODRIGUEZ WHO WAS AWARDED THE SILVER STAR FOR HIS ACTIONS ON NOV. 6, 2009, WHILE SUPPORTING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM IN AFGHANISTAN, 
· NAVAL NURSE COMMANDER LENORA LANGLAIS who In a remarkable display of bravery and dedication while serving in IRAQ IN 2006, REFUSED TO LEAVE HER POST after being hit by a mortar blast to the facE, AND

· insert one local nrd example
AND MOST IMPORTANTLY the VETERANS who live in our communities and the individuals who have sacrificed their lives. 

From everyday small feats to undeniably heroic efforts, the accomplishments and achievements of America’s Navy AND its VETERANS and SAILORS are vast and significant. 
War is serious business and it is real. it has real costs and real impact on all who serve.

AS A GLOBAL FORCE FOR GOOD, the Navy has been involved with more than ten major wars and countless battles in the effort to bring security, democracy and prosperity to the American people and to the international community.
From the high-seas crusade against the tyranny of the British Navy to the fight for Cuba’s independence from Spain, American Sailors have SUPPORTED THE NAVY’S MISSION for more than 230 years -- a MISSION THAT HAS BECOME MORE relevant THAN ever.  
to really understand HOW NAVY VETERANS AND SAILORS HAVE AND CONTINUE TO PROTECT OUR WAY OF LIFE, just consider that:
· 70 PERCENT of the earth is covered by water

· 80 PERCENT of the planet’s population lives within close proximity to coastal areas, AND
· 90 PERCENT of global commerce is conducted at sea
NOT ONLY DO our men and women WORK ON the WORLD’S OCEaNS TO KEEP INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING LANES OPEN, they ARE ALSO PRESENT IN the AIR AND UNDER the SEA protecting us. 

· TODAY NAVY PILOTS ARE BASED ON AIRCRAFT CARRIERS IN THE ARABIAN GULF SUPPORTING TROOPS ON THE GROUND IN AFGHANISTAN.  
· SURFACE COMBATANTS ARE CONDUCTING COUNTER-PIRACY OPERATIONS OFF THE COAST OF AFRICA AND COUNTER-DRUG OPERATIONS IN THE CARRIBEAN.  
· AND SOMEWHERE, IN EVERY OCEAN AROUND THE WORLD, A SUBMARINE SITS, WAITING, KEEPING US SAFE WITH ITS VERY PRESENCE.   
Our forward presence allows us to deter aggression and to respond to threats against us -- and our allies -- as they arise.

America’s Navy is also making the world a better place. WE provide proactive humanitarian assistance with global partners in missions such as Pacific Partnership. And when disaster strikes, as with the devastating TSNUMAI AND EARTHQUAKE IN JAPAN, the Navy responds compassionately.
our role MAY BE broad but our goal OF protectING america’s freedom IS WHAT unites ALL who serve. that includes almost 10 percent of the U. S. population*** – FROM young to old, ACTIVE DUTY to VETERAN. 
individually and collectively the navy has many examples of HONOR, courage, AND COMMITMENT to reflect UPon during this VETERANS day. some of you here today may have served multiple tours in iraq OR afghanistan, or have PARTICIPATED IN deployments that have taken you away from your families and loved ones for months on end. and you do that selflessly, proudly, and without hesitation.  
VETERANS day is about honoring that attitude: service before self. and it is an opportunity to celebrate the choice one makes to serve our country.   

for all the VETERANS WHO are here today, thank you for your service and your sacrifice. i share in the pride you feel of being able to count yourself as a member of AMERICA’S NAVY. 

for those HERE who have nOT WORN THE navy UNIFORM, PLEASE NEVER FORGET THE SACRIFICES OF THOSE SAILORS WHO HAVE PAID THE ULTIMATE PRICE.  SAY “thank you” not just today, but every day.  because WHEN YOU DO THAT, YOU not only HONOR THEIR SERVICE, BUT YOU ALSO HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE THEM.
Our VETERANS represent the best of America. Coming from every background and every walk of life, they represent the rich tapestry of our nation and they are what MAKE us A Global Force For Good.
CLOSING
I would like to end by paraphrasing a quote FROM a former navy lieutenant and the 35th president of the United States, President John F. Kennedy who said, “i can imagine no more rewarding a career. and any man who may be asked what he did to make his life worthwhile, can respond with a good deal of pride and satisfaction: ‘i served in the united states navy.’”
thank you again for the opportunity to speak to you today. god bless YOU AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
** Please check with NRC PAO/navy personnel command for latest personnel numbers AND theme information.
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