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On behalf of all the men and women serving in the United States Navy, both here and abroad, I thank you for inviting me here today.  It’s a privilege to be with you on this solemn occasion of Patriot Day, as we join together to remember one of the greatest tragedies in our nation’s history. 
History will look back on September 11, 2001 and see two stories. 
The first story will be of America’s grief. It will be about the 2,977 people we lost in the deadliest attack on American soil. It will be about our neighbors, our friends, our family, and our loved ones whose lives were cut short.  
Like many others, the U.S. Navy lost members of our family that day.  
We lost brave men and women like Commander Robert Schlegel, who carried on a proud family tradition of service when he followed his father and two brothers into the Navy. And Petty Officer 3rd Class Daniel Caballero who — a year before he perished — distinguished himself as Junior Sailor of the Year in Washington for his work at the Pentagon. 
We will never forget the victims of 9-11. Our thoughts and prayers are always with their families.  
The second story of September 11 is about how America responded. It is about our resolve and our courage – a few of the qualities that make this country a source of hope for people around the world. America’s reaction to such evil and cowardice was to join together and stand up for the freedom that our national was built on. 
The nation’s resolve was apparent even in the moments when we were under attack.  
In New York City and at the Pentagon, ordinary Americans joined first responders running towards the wreckage in search of people who needed rescue. On United Flight 93, passengers stormed the cockpit, saving the lives of countless others. For many of those who died on September 11, their last act was one of unimaginable bravery and valor. These heroes embodied the courage and the selflessness that exists within each of us, and their memory inspires us to be the best version of ourselves.
Following the attack, the nation awoke with a renewed sense of patriotism. More than 91,000 people participated in the rescue and recovery efforts, often working 18-hour shifts in search of those buried under the rubble. Thousands more donated blood, and overwhelming financial support went to the victims and the recovery. “United We Stand” was our mantra. The surge of patriotism led some to enlist in the military, signing up for the imminent War on Terror.  
The U.S. Navy rushed into action as well, showing again that our mission can take many forms. First, there was a humanitarian effort to support. The USNS Comfort berthed at Pier 92 in lower Manhattan, providing food and shelter for more than 10,000 relief workers and serving over 30,000 meals. 
There was also a clear military objective —to bring those responsible for the attack to justice and to ensure that no such attack could happen again.  
Since the day of the attack, we have joined our fellow members of the Armed forces and an international coalition to capture or kill those who seek to harm America and our allies. In May 2011, a team of Navy Seals made good on our pledge to follow the perpetrators of September 11 to the ends of earth when they descended on an Al-Qaeda compound and killed Osama bin Laden. 
Through a long and difficult war that has tested our resilience; we have significantly weakened the ability for terrorists group to strike again on American soil. 
September 11 forever changed our view of the world. It shattered our sense of security and sharply focused us on the reality that there are people around the world who seek to destroy our way of life. As we have been since our inception, the U.S. Navy is prepared to defend America against these threats, at home and abroad.
In many ways, we are America’s Away Team —agile, flexible, deployed around the world and uniquely positioned to protect our nation’s interests every day.
Freedom at sea is particularly critical to preserving the American way of life since:
- About 70 percent of the Earth’s surface is covered with water.
- About 80 percent of the world’s people live near the sea.
- About 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea.
As America’s front line in war and peace, the Navy is always on watch. 
On Patriot Day, we reflect on how the September 11 attacks both wounded this country and revealed its true character. 
We cannot undo the tragedy and the horror of that day. We cannot bring back those we lost. We cannot forget that there are evil people in this world who are committed to tearing down the shining American example of life and liberty. 
But we can remember the heroism displayed by so many on that day and the days that followed. We can be proud of how we came together to support each other in our darkest hours, and we can remember always that the country we share is an unshakeable bond among us. 
Thank you. God Bless you. And God Bless America. 


 

