Pearl Harbor Speech
Thank you for inviting me here today/tonight. It is truly an honor and a privilege to be able to recognize our fallen American heroes from the attack on Pearl Harbor 71 years ago and pay tribute to those who gave their lives that day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]President Franklin Roosevelt declared December 7, 1941 “a date which will live in infamy.” The attack on Pearl Harbor was one of the most grievous events in U.S. history, causing casualties to 2,402 Americans and wounding 1,282. The surprise military strike devastated the United States Naval base at Pearl Harbor in Oahu, Hawaii, a port that built the United States into a formidable nation. All eight battleships were sunk or disabled: the USS Nevada, USS Arizona, USS California, USS Vestal, USS Tennessee, USS Oklahoma, USS Maryland and USS West Virginia. The salvaged remains of the USS Arizona now act as a memorial for the Sailors our nation lost that day. 
I cannot imagine the shock and chaos that gripped our harbor almost seventy five years ago – and several wars ago. Imagine the smoke, the flames, the rush of torpedoes, broken ships and planes, and our men running to their battle stations, running to fight, and not knowing the worst. Think of the thousands of stories that will never be told; the letters home never finished; the deck watches never turned over; the homecomings never enjoyed. 
The morning of December 7, 1941 was like any other leisurely Sunday in Pearl Harbor until the deafening sound of explosions were all that anyone could hear. The powerful attack involved 353 Japanese fighters, bombers and torpedo planes in two waves, launched from six aircraft carriers. Within five minutes of the first attack, our gunners were already trying to shoot down Japanese planes. It was this advance that initiated U.S. involvement in World War II, which granted our country strong allies and put an end to the atrocities of Adolf Hitler. Though there was no way for our Navy to predict this act of violence, they displayed notable resilience from the initial shock and fought back valiantly and honorably to defend our country and protect its borders. 
The sacrifices made by America’s Sailors, both past and present, can never truly be measured, but they certainly can be appreciated. Their histories can be retold and their memories kept alive. One of the many Sailors who demonstrated acts of valor was Francis C. Flaherty, ensign of the U.S. Naval Reserve. Flaherty saw that the USS Oklahoma was going to capsize and remained in a turret, holding a flashlight so that crew members could escape, thereby sacrificing his own life in the process. 
Acts such as these exemplify one of the Navy’s strongest attributes, its “culture of readiness.” During the first attack by Japanese airplanes, Lt. John William Finn immediately secured a .50-caliber machinegun in an open section of the parking ramp and courageously began returning fire with no regard for his own safety, even after being repeatedly wounded. The readiness of our Sailors aided in the defense against the Japanese in Pearl Harbor then -- and it has been essential in protecting our country from the war on terrorism today. 
Another Sailor out of the many deserving praise for their courage was the courageous Chief Boatswain’s Mate Edwin Joseph Hill. During the height of the bombing, he made it a priority to lead his men of the USS Nevada to safety, and then swam back in an attempt to dislodge the anchors, but was blown overboard and killed in an explosion. Chief Hill was awarded Congressional Medal of Honor for his act of courage. 
Relatively few Americans today have come face-to-face with the horrors of war.  We must honor those who live with the reminders of what happened there, those who fought and survived the attack on Pearl Harbor. Those who recall the last moments of peace, and the first causalities of war, and the faces of fallen friends.  Those courageous few who can say, “I was here at Pearl Harbor.” Yet such men are among us here today and they honor us with their presence – the Pearl Harbor survivors. I ask you to please stand so we can salute you and applaud you. (**include this paragraph if relevant to your NRD and survivors are present and provide more language on their particular story)
Inspiring stories like these are what continue to attract like-minded people to join our force. Over the past year, more than 47 thousand Sailors have joined the Navy. Many of these Sailors are right now, afloat and ashore, taking the fight to our enemies.  Many are on watch elsewhere in other distant parts of the world. They are carrying the banner of freedom throughout this world.  
For more than 200 years, on every continent -- in times of peace and war -- we’ve projected maritime power and demonstrated a profound impact on the seas. Ultimately, it is our people and our actions that will shape how the world views us. 
America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in war and peace, operating on, above and below sea. Your Navy is agile, flexible, deployed around the world and uniquely positioned to defend our nation’s interests every day. 
As a maritime nation, our Navy preserves the American way of life and supports our global force for good mission---a mission that protects U.S. vital interests and promotes greater collective security, stability and trust. A mission that sends more than 44,000 Sailors and 100 ships to locations around the world on an average day helping to protect: 
· The 70 percent of the earth’s surface that is covered by water.
· The 80 percent of the planet’s population that lives within close proximity to coastal areas, 
· The 90 percent of global commerce that is conducted at sea, and
America’s Navy is always 100% on watch. Our mission is to meet America’s threats far away, so those threats cannot harm us here. 
Today, your U.S. Navy is the largest in the world with its battle fleet tonnage greater than that of the next 13 navies combined. That’s something to be proud of. Because while the Navy is a steadfast pillar in the protection of our nation, it is also, without a doubt, a global force for good. 
That being said, your Navy has only grown stronger since the attack on Pearl Harbor. As of August 2012**, we have 321,053 men and women on active duty and 107,062 in ready reserve with 4,246 reserves currently mobilized making the U.S. Navy a force to be reckoned with. The fighting spirit, ingenuity and boldness which defined our Navy on Pearl Harbor live on in our Sailors. 
With that, I’d like to acknowledge all those who sacrificed their lives that day at Pearl Harbor. Men and women who gave their lives to protect our Navy and our nation 71 years ago. Today’s Navy lives on through their legacy.  Their bravery and courage has not been forgotten and they remain an inspiration to our current and future generation of Sailors. There is no greater or prouder force to protect this nation.  
Thank you.

· **NOTE:  For updated information on the status of the Navy, go to:  www.Navy.mil. Click on “About” and select “Status of the Navy.”
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