UNITED STATES NAVY BIRTHDAY SPEECH
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME HERE TODAY/TONIGHT. I’D LIKE TO BEGIN BY WISHING OUR UNITED STATES NAVY A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY.  
EACH YEAR, AS WE CELEBRATE OUR BIRTHDAY, WE TAKE THE TIME TO REFLECT ON OUR EXTRAORDINARY HISTORY AND CONSIDER HOW IT HAS SHAPED US INTO THE NAVY WE ARE TODAY. 
A LOT HAS CHANGED DURING THE PAST 237 YEARS. OUR FLEET HAS GROWN FROM TWO VESSELS TO 286 DEPLOYABLE BATTLE FORCE SHIPS. OUR DIVERSITY IN PEOPLE AND JOBS HAS EXPANDED IMMENSELY AS TECHNOLOGY AND WARFARE CONTINUE TO EVOLVE, AND OUR EMPHASIS ON HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE HAS ALSO INCREASED TO A MORE PROMINENT ROLE.
WE ARE HERE TODAY/TONIGHT, CELEBRATING THE NAVY’S BIRTHDAY -- TO HONOR AND CELEBRATE THOSE WHO HAVE COME BEFORE US AND THOSE WHO ARE HERE WITH US TODAY. OUR RICH HISTORY GOES BACK TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS DELEGATES WHO, IN 1775, ESTABLISHED THE NAVY DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.  
AT A TIME OF COMPLETE UPHEAVAL, OUR PURPOSE WAS TO DISPATCH ARMED VESSELS TO SEARCH FOR SUPPLIERS TO THE BRITISH ARMY. THE FIRST FLEET GREW TO AROUND 50 SHIPS DURING THE WAR AND THE NAVY'S SQUADRONS AND CRUISERS SUCCESSFULLY SEIZED ENEMY SUPPLIES AND CARRIED CORRESPONDENCE AND DIPLOMATS TO EUROPE, RETURNING WITH NEEDED MUNITIONS. 
ADDITIONALLY, THEY TOOK NEARLY 200 BRITISH VESSELS AS PRIZES, CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEMORALIZATION OF THE ENEMY, WHICH FORCED THE BRITISH TO DIVERT AWAY FROM OUR WARSHIPS, PROTECTING OUR CONVOYS AND TRADE ROUTES. 
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION EMPOWERED CONGRESS TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN A NAVY, AND SINCE 1794 OUR SHIPS HAVE BEEN MANNING THE SEAS. OUR NAVY’S PAST IS WOVEN TIGHTLY INTO OUR CURRENT MISSION, AND BOTH WILL CONTINUE TO SHAPE OUR NAVY’S FUTURE.   
TODAY, THE VALUE OF HAVING A STRONG NAVAL POWER CANNOT BE UNDERESTIMATED; 70 PERCENT OF THE EARTH’S SURFACE IS COVERED BY WATER, 80 PERCENT OF THE WORLD’S PEOPLE LIVE NEAR THE OCEAN, AND 90 PERCENT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE TRAVELS BY THE SEA, WHICH MEANS OUR SAILORS NEED TO BE 100 PERCENT ON WATCH.
NO OTHER BRANCH OF THE MILITARY CONDUCTS MISSIONS ON ALL FRONTS LIKE THE NAVY DOES. THE SEAS ARE A LIFELINE FOR ALL NATIONS—THEY MAKE THE WORLD SMALLER AND BRING US CLOSER TO FRIENDS AND FOES ALIKE. 
PEOPLE SOMETIMES FORGET THAT THE NAVY’S MISSION IS THE SAME WHETHER WE ARE A COUNTRY AT WAR OR AT PEACE. WHEN CONFLICTS ARE RESOLVED, WE DON’T PACK UP AND GO HOME UNTIL THE NEXT NEED ARISES … INSTEAD, WE REMAIN STEADFAST TO THE MISSION AND WE NEVER STOP WORKING, DAY OR NIGHT. SO IT’S VITAL WE CONTINUE TO PROTECT U.S. INTERESTS, DEFEND OUR HOMELAND AND CONTINUE TO BUILD TRUST WITH OTHER NATIONS. AS WE ALL KNOW, THIS IS NO SMALL FEAT.
THE EFFORTS AND STRAINS IT TAKES TO PROTECT A NATION AREN’T JUST FELT BY OUR SAILORS, BUT ALSO BY THEIR FAMILIES. I WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK ALL OF THE SPOUSES, CHILDREN, PARENTS AND OTHERS CLOSE TO OUR SAILORS. WE KNOW OUR SUCCESS IS DEPENDENT UPON A SUPPORTIVE, STABLE HOUSEHOLD, AND THE MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR NAVY ARE ONE OF THE CNO’S TOP PRIORITIES. 
THE NAVY BOASTS SOME OF THE BRIGHTEST, MOST TALENTED MEN AND WOMEN OUT THERE, AND I THINK THE NAVY’S BIRTHDAY IS NOT ONLY AN APPROPRIATE TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR HISTORY, BUT ALSO OUR RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS. OUR SAILORS ARE HEROES WHILE ON DUTY AND OFF AND PERFORM SELFLESS ACTS EVERY DAY. FOR EXAMPLE, INSERT ACTIVE DUTY STORY
AND INSERT APPROPRIATE LOCAL HERO STORY. EXAMPLE: RIGHT HERE IN PORTLAND, PETTY OFFICER SEAN KRILOFF DONATED BONE MARROW TO SAVE THE LIFE OF A COMPLETE STRANGER. HE WAS MOTIVATED TO DO SO AFTER SEEING HIS GRANDFATHER LOSE HIS BATTLE WITH LYMPHOMA. … IT’S STORIES LIKE THESE THAT TRULY SHOW WE’RE A GLOBAL FORCE FOR GOOD THROUGH AND THROUGH.
INSPIRING STORIES LIKE THESE ARE WHAT CONTINUE TO ATTRACT LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE TO JOIN OUR FORCE. OVER THE PAST YEAR, MORE THAN 47 THOUSAND SAILORS HAVE JOINED THE NAVY. 
ATTRACTING THE RIGHT RECRUITS TO THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME IS CRITICAL. IT’S A TALL ORDER, BUT I’M CONFIDENT THE NAVY WILL CONTINUE TO EXCEED ITS RECRUITING GOALS. AFTER ALL, SEPTEMBER MARKED OUR 65TH CONSECUTIVE MONTH OF RECRUITING MISSION SUCCESS.* WE KNOW THAT CONTINUING TO ATTRACT THE BEST WILL ONLY ENHANCE OUR STRONG REPUTATION -- A REPUTATION THAT HAS BEEN A SYMBOL OF POWER FOR MORE THAN 200 YEARS.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]ATTRACTING THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST IS NECESSARY FOR THE NAVY TO CONDUCT A 24/7-365 DAY OPERATION TO MEET OUR COUNTRY’S CHALLENGES.
AS OUR CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS OUTLINED EARLIER THIS YEAR, A STATE OF CONSTANT READINESS IS REQUIRED TO MEET CURRENT DEMANDS, AND WARFIGHTING WILL BE OUR NUMBER ONE MISSION. OUR SHIPS ARE MOVING FROM PLATFORMS TO PAYLOADS, AND INFORMATION PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY WILL CONTINUE TO RAPIDLY EVOLVE. WE’LL WORK TOGETHER WITH OUR INDUSTRY PARTNERS TO CONTINUE THIS PROGRESS.
AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO HONE OUR WARFIGHTING SKILLS.  FORTY-SIX PERCENT OF OUR FLEET IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY.** EARLIER THIS YEAR WE ANNOUNCED A REPOSITIONING OF THE FLEET, WHICH MEANS THAT BY 2020, SIXTY PERCENT OF OUR WARSHIPS WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION. AS CHINA CONTINUES TO GROW ITS INFLUENCE, IT’S VITAL TO PROTECT U.S. INTERESTS AND BUILD THAT RELATIONSHIP, ENSURING FUTURE SECURITY AND PROSPERITY. 
WE NEED TO BUILD A RELEVANT AND CAPABLE FUTURE FLEET, STAYING WITHIN TIGHT BUDGETS, WHILE MEETING OR SURPASSING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS. 
WE ARE WORKING TOWARD BUILDING THAT CAPABLE FUTURE FLEET. TODAY’S FIGHT IS NOT THE FIGHT OF OUR FATHERS AND GRANDFATHERS.  GLOBALIZATION MAKES OUR WORLD SMALLER, WHICH IN TURN, MAKES IT CRITICAL THAT THE SEAS STAY PROTECTED AND OPEN. NEW TECHNOLOGY HAS CREATED AN AGE OF INFORMATION, WHICH MEANS THE NAVY RELIES ON UP-TO-THE-SECOND INTELLIGENCE NOW MORE THAN EVER. AS WE SPEAK, THE NAVY HAS BEEN DEVELOPING “FLEXROTOR UAV,” A LONG RANGE, UN-MANNED SURVEILLANCE AIRCRAFT THAT CAN TAKE OFF AND LAND LIKE A HELICOPTER EVEN IN HEAVY SEAS. AND IT CAN FIT ON VESSELS TOO SMALL FOR LARGE DRONES. WHILE IT STILL HAS SOME TIME BEFORE IT BECOMES OPERATIONAL, THE OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH ENVISIONS A UAV THAT CAN ULTIMATELY PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE COVERAGE WITH LESS EQUIPMENT AND MAINTENANCE THAN CURRENT EQUIPMENT. 
EQUIPMENT LIKE THE FLEXROTOR SUPPORTS US IN OUR “CULTURE OF READINESS,” WHICH IS REQUIRED TO WIN ANY WAR. WE NEED TO KEEP OUR EQUIPMENT UP-TO-SPEED, KEEP OUR PEOPLE TRAINED AND ENSURE ALL OF OUR OPERATIONS ARE COST-EFFICIENT. 
WHEN THE NAVY SEALS LOCATED AND KILLED OSAMA BIN LADEN IN 2011, THEY ACTED ON REAL-TIME INTELLIGENCE, MOVED SWIFTLY, AND UTILIZED SKILLS FROM YEARS OF TRAINING. THEY FOUND SUCCESS, BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN WE CAN STOP THERE. AL-QAEDA AND ROGUE WARRIORS ARE STILL A THREAT, AND THE NAVY IS CONTINUALLY WORKING TO DIMINISH DANGERS TO U.S. INTERESTS BY DEVELOPMENT OF INNOVATIVE AND PRECISE NAVY EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS. 
AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, WE’LL CONTINUE TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS IN AGILITY AND EFFICIENCY.
FINALLY, IT’S CRITICAL WE DEVELOP AND SUPPORT OUR SAILORS, CIVILIANS AND NAVY FAMILIES. WE NEED TO CONTINUE TO DRAW FROM A POOL OF THE BEST TALENT AND ENSURE OUR RANKS ACCURATELY REFLECT THE FACES OF OUR NATION TODAY. 
AS OF JULY 2012, WE HAVE 321,053 ACTIVE DUTY SAILORS. OUR READY RESERVE IS AT 106,578, AND 4,270 RESERVES ARE CURRENTLY MOBILIZED.** OUR CIVILIAN FORCE IS 203,609. WE ARE A LARGE ORGANIZATION. [PAUSE} AND WE CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT THE COMMITMENT OF OUR ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVE AND CIVILIAN FORCES, IN ADDITION TO THE SUPPORT OF THE NAVY FAMILIES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PEOPLE ARE OUR MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE. AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT IS NOT JUST OUR PEOPLE, BUT OTHER PEOPLE WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM OUR HELP. 
ON EVERY CONTINENT – IN PEACE AND DURING WAR -- WE’VE PROJECTED MARITIME POWER AND DEMONSTRATED A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE SEAS. ULTIMATELY, IT IS OUR PEOPLE AND OUR ACTIONS THAT WILL SHAPE HOW THE WORLD VIEWS US. 
TODAY, WE WANT TO REINFORCE THAT WE ARE MORE THAN WARRIORS. OUR HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS ARE SECOND TO NONE, AND IT’S BEEN A CORE VALUE FOR THE NAVY SINCE THE 1800S WHEN THE USS JAMESTOWN AND USS MACEDONIAN PROVIDED FOOD TO IRELAND AND SCOTLAND DURING THE POTATO FAMINE.
MORE RECENTLY, WHEN A DEVASTATING TSUNAMI HIT JAPAN LAST YEAR, OUR PACIFIC FLEET SHIPS IMMEDIATELY UNITED TO BE IN THE BEST POSITION TO HELP THOSE IN THE DEVASTATED AREA.  
THE PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP, CURRENTLY IN ITS SEVENTH YEAR, HAS ASSISTED THOUSANDS IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION SINCE THE INDIAN OCEAN TSUNAMI THAT DEVASTATED THE REGION. 
THE USNS MERCY HAS MADE ITS WAY TO CAMBODIA AS PART OF ITS 2012 TOUR, PROVIDING HEALTHCARE ASSISTANCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. 
AND THE NAVY CONTINUES, DAY AFTER DAY, HELPING OTHER PEOPLE, PROVIDING SAFE SEA LANES, AND PERFORMING OPERATIONS AT A CONSIDERABLE PACE. THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT WE ARE HERE TO CELEBRATE. THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT MAKE US PROUD TO WEAR THE UNIFORM.
ON THIS 237TH NAVY BIRTHDAY, IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR TO SPEAK WITH YOU HERE TODAY/TONIGHT. IT IS BECAUSE OF ALL OF YOU THAT WE ARE ABLE TO KEEP THE SEAS OPEN AND KEEP AMERICA FREE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED VIGILANCE. HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE UNITED STATES NAVY!

· *NOTE:  RECRUITMENT NUMBERS ARE POSTED AT HTTP://WWW.DEFENSELINK.MIL/RELEASES/ ON OR ABOUT THE 10TH OF EACH MONTH.
· **NOTE:  FOR UPDATED INFORMATION ON THE STATUS OF THE NAVY, GO TO:  WWW.NAVY.MIL. CLICK ON “ABOUT” AND SELECT “STATUS OF THE NAVY.”
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