MEMORIAL DAY NAVY SPEECH 

ON BEHALF OF ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN SERVING, BOTH HERE AND ABROAD, I THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME HERE TODAY. IT IS ALWAYS AN HONOR TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE NAVY AND IT IS TRULY A PRIVILEGE TO RECOGNIZE OUR FALLEN AMERICAN HEROES WITH YOU ON THIS MEMORIAL DAY. 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, A FORMER NAVY LIEUTENANT, ONCE SAID, “A NATION REVEALS ITSELF NOT ONLY BY THE MEN IT PRODUCES BUT ALSO BY THE MEN IT HONORS, THE MEN IT REMEMBERS.” 
A KEY COMPONENT OF OUR NATION’S GREATNESS LIES IN OUR ABILITY TO REMEMBER AND HONOR THE COUNTLESS MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE DIED WHILE SERVING IN THE MILITARY - BONDED IN THE IDEALS OF SERVICE, SELFLESSNESS AND HONOR. AS WE STAND HERE TODAY, I ASK YOU TO CALL TO MIND THE LOST, THE WOUNDED AND ALL THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED ON BEHALF OF OUR GREAT NATION. 
ESTABLISHED ALMOST 150 YEARS AGO AS A TIME TO HONOR THE NATION'S CIVIL WAR CASUALTIES, MEMORIAL DAY HAS EVOLVED INTO WHAT IT IS TODAY. AN OPPORTUNITY TO REMEMBER THE VALOR AND SERVICE OF MORE THAN 1.1 MILLION VETERANS*** - BOTH MEN AND WOMEN - WHO HAVE PERISHED THROUGHOUT OUR NATION’S MILITARY HISTORY. VETERANS SUCH AS JASON WORKMAN, KEVIN HOUSTON AND THE 20 ADDITIONAL NAVY SEALS KILLED LAST YEAR WHEN THEIR HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN OVER AFGHANISTAN. *** Update as appropriate
IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE SACRIFICES MADE BY AMERICA’S SAILORS CAN NEVER TRULY BE MEASURED, BUT THEY CAN BE APPRECIATED. THEIR HISTORIES CAN BE RETOLD AND THEIR MEMORIES CAN BE KEPT ALIVE.
SO LET US TAKE A MOMENT TO ENSURE THESE SACRIFICES ARE NEVER FORGOTTEN. TO SAY “THANK YOU” TO SAILORS SUCH AS:
•
LIEUTENANT VINCENT CAPODANNO, A NAVY CHAPLAIN SERVING DURING THE VIETNAM WAR WHO “RAN THROUGH AN OPEN AREA RAKED WITH FIRE…AND DESPITE PAINFUL, MULTIPLE WOUNDS TO HIS ARMS AND LEGS, REFUSED ALL MEDICAL AID, AND CONTINUED TO MOVE ABOUT THE BATTLEFIELD AND PROVIDE ENCOURAGEMENT AND EXAMPLE TO THOSE UNDER FIRE.” STRUCK DOWN BY A BURST OF MACHINE-GUN FIRE WHILE RUSHING TO THE AID OF OTHERS, HE IS A SHINING EXAMPLE OF ONE MAN’S WILLINGNESS TO MAKE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE. TODAY HE IS RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE NAVY’S MOST DEDICATED CHAPLAINS,  
•
NAVY CAPTAIN LAUREL CLARK, A MEDICAL DOCTOR AND ASTRONAUT, WHO GAVE HER LIFE FOR SCIENCE ALONG WITH 6 OTHER CREW MEMBERS WHEN SPACE SHUTTLE COLUMBIA BROKE APART DURING RE-ENTRY IN THE SKIES OVER TEXAS,
•
HOSPITAL CORPSMAN, MICHAEL V. JOHNSON JR., AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN SAILOR KILLED IN COMBAT WHILE SUPPORTING OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM WHO SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, SENT A LETTER HOME SAYING “MOM, I LOVE YOU, AND DON’T BE AFRAID IF I DON’T RETURN, REALIZE I’M IN HEAVEN WITH GOD,” AND 
•
PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS RONCHESTER MANANGA SANTIAGO AND THE 16 ADDITIONAL SAILORS KILLED ABOARD THE USS COLE DURING A TERRORIST ATTACK WHILE REFUELING IN YEMEN.
THESE INSPIRING SAILORS ARE JUST A FEW OF THE THOUSANDS THAT MAKE UP AMERICA’S NAVY AND SUPPORT OUR GLOBAL FORCE FOR GOOD MISSION -- A MISSION THAT PROTECTS U.S. VITAL INTERESTS AND PROMOTES GREATER COLLECTIVE SECURITY, STABILITY, AND TRUST.
-- A MISSION THAT SENDS MORE THAN 44,000 SAILORS AND 100 SHIPS TO LOCATIONS AROUND THE WORLD ON AN AVERAGE DAY HELPING TO PROTECT: 
· THE 70 PERCENT OF THE EARTH THAT IS COVERED BY WATER,
· THE 80 PERCENT OF THE PLANET’S POPULATION THAT LIVES WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO COASTAL AREAS, AND 
· THE 90 PERCENT OF GLOBAL COMMERCE THAT IS CONDUCTED AT SEA WHICH CARRIES THE LIFEBLOOD OF A GLOBAL SYSTEM THAT LINKS EVERY COUNTRY ON EARTH.
-- AND A MISSION THAT TRANSFORMS EVERYDAY PEOPLE INTO SAILORS THAT DO SPECTACULAR THINGS, MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD.
THE HEROES THAT WE HAVE LOST IN SUPPORT OF THAT MISSION REPRESENT THE BEST IN EACH OF US - COMING FROM EVERY BACKGROUND AND EVERY WALK OF LIFE. THEY ARE THE ESSENCE AND THE HEARTBEAT OF AMERICA’S NAVY AND OUR COUNTRY.
TODAY WE HONOR THESE MEN AND WOMEN AND WE DO SO WITH REVERENCE AND A GRATEFUL HEART. FOR WITHOUT THEIR COMMITMENT AND SERVICE OUR NAVY AND OUR NATION WOULD NOT BE WHAT IT IS TODAY. 
CLOSING
THE SACRIFICES WILLINGLY ASSUMED BY SAILORS AND ALL OTHER SERVICE MEMBERS ARE ROOTED IN AN UNWAVERING COMMITMENT AND DESIRE TO SERVE IN SOMETHING GREATER THAN THEMSELVES. TODAY WE HONOR THAT DESIRE AND THEIR COMMITMENT.  AND WE HONOR THE FAMILIES THAT SUPPORTED THEM, WHO NO DOUBT ARE CELEBRATING THEIR LEGACY WHILE GRIEVING THEIR ABSENCE.
BEFORE WE GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS, LET ME LEAVE YOU WITH THIS: AS YOU LAY YOUR EYES ON THE AMERICAN FLAG WHICH IS SO PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED, BE PROUD OF WHAT IT REPRESENTS. OUR FREEDOM. AND NEVER FORGET THE IRREPLACEABLE LIVES THAT HAVE BEEN SACRIFICED WHILE DEFENDING AND PRESERVING THAT FREEDOM. AS YOU LOOK AT THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE, BE REMINDED THAT EACH COLOR REPRESENTS THE VALOR, PURITY, INNOCENCE, VIGILANCE, PERSEVERANCE, AND JUSTICE FOUND IN THE HEART OF EVERY SAILOR. AND JUST AS WE NEVER FORGET A FALLEN SHIPMATE, NEVER FORGET THOSE WHO HAVE DIED SO FREEDOM CAN LIVE ON. 
THANK YOU. 
*** PLEASE CHECK WITH NRC PAO/NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND FOR LATEST PERSONNEL NUMBERS AND THEME AND INFORMATION.
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