Independence day Navy speech

On behalf of all the men and women serving, both here and abroad in the United States Navy, I thank you for inviting me here today. it is truly an honor and privilege to celebrate independece day with you. 
More than any other, the 4th of july is a holiday for us to join in fraternity to celebrate the gift that we’ve been given – the gift that we have earned from the sacrifice of countless brave men and women – those patriots who are the protectors of our independence. the gift I’m referring to, is of course freedom. And not just the freedom to own land or worship how we choose. While america was built on those principles, we’ve become so much more. and the paths we have taken in forging our nation’s history have been challenging.

On July 4th, 1776 the declaration of independence became the voice of the nation. we would no longer tolerate the oppression we had long endured, and the United States of America would be free from the tyranny of the British Empire. But our declaration was just the start. While our words were large, our forces were small and the battle for independence was only beginning.

In the 1700s the british navy was the largest in the world. On July 12th, 1776, two british vessels, the Phoenix and the rose, FLOATED down the hudson river. Our nation was young -- And rash. We opened fire with cannons blazing. 

the only casualties that day were six brave men, But the next days would not be so kind. On August 1st 45 more british ships arrived and by the 12th DAY their fleet would number over 400. their numbers would grow bigger and ours smaller as citizens fled in fear. what was once a booming city of promise was reduced to a mere 5,000 citizens in despair. 

Our confidence shaken, but our resolve never stronger, We grew our military and developed a navy that was instrumental in winning back new york seven years later. We learned an important lesson THAT a strong navy can and will make all the difference.

Today, YOUR U.S. Navy is the largest in the world with its battle fleet tonnage greater than that of the next 13 navies combined. And let me tell you, we are very proud of that. Because while the navy is a steadfast pillar in the protection of our nation, it is also, without a doubt, a global force for good.  

On March 11th 2011, an Earthquake and resulting Tsunami struck Northeastern Japan, culminating in one of the most devestating natural disasters in recent memory. But FREEDOM means more than our personal right to live. It’s also the privilege of being able to help others live as well. the u.s. navy immediately launched relief efforts sending 19,703 sailors to japan’s aid. Opertation Tomodachi, it was called - Operation Friend. As One of the largest relief efforts ever mounted by the U.S. navy, 20 ships and 140 aircrafts aided the people of japan with Water, food and supplies –- and compassion. 

Since the operation started, U.S. 7th Fleet forces have delivered more than 260 tons of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief supplies to survivors. 

And the others in the U.S. 7th Fleet are completing a no less important task. Their mere presence near unstable countries, such as North Korea, works as deterReNce against nuclear threats or hostile actions. it is much easier to prevent problems before they occur than remedy with unnecessary bloodshed. 

But if it does come to active intervention, the Navy is steadfast and ready for all situations. Our maritime security forces are unrivaled, and our ballistic missle submarines are posted strategically throughout the world to keep americans safe and secure at all times. 

But as a global force for good, america isn’t the only nation the navy protects. the U.S. navy has joined with over 20 countries to combat the piracy in Somalia. Creating the “Combined Task FOrce 151” in 2009, the unit is dedicated to running specifically counter-piracy operations. And this is only one of the many examples of the navy’s presence throughout the world and the work brave sailors are doing every day. 

WHILE We are fortunate to live here in america, there will always be stRuggles and we will always have to fight to preserve our way of life. but in doing so, we are protecting our friends and family, providing our children a better future. Just under 235 years ago, in July of 1776, our american family numbered around 2.5 million people. today we’ve grown -- quite a lot, and i am happy to call 311.7 million people my friends and family -- from sea to shining sea. 

but we all have those close family members. those trustworthy friends we’re always turning to, who never seem to let us down. For me it’s the navy. It’s the 328,703** men and women on active duty and the 101,532** in reserve. And notice I did not round those numbers, because each and every one of them makes a difference. As does each and every wife waiting for her husband to come home from abroad, and every daughter waiting to be reunited with HER Mother – and every mother whose son she will never again be able TO hold in HER arms. they are all part of our navy FAMILY.  

and we always take care of our family. thanks to the families who sacrifice so much. you promise us the tomorrows for which we strive.  

I want to thank you again for Inviting me here today to join with YOU AND your family in celebrating the freedoms that WE IN the Navy are so incredibly proud to protect. 

**  Please note when referencing these numbers, check with your nrd pao to ensure you have the latest figures.
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