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On behalf of all the men and women serving in the United States Navy, both here and abroad, I thank you for inviting me here today.  It is an honor and privilege to be with you on Flag Day, as we join together to celebrate and preserve the traditions, history, pride, and respect that are due the nation's symbol, the American Flag.
There is a unique story behind our annual celebration of Old Glory. Flag Day was not inspired by a military victory or presidential decree, as you might expect, but by two school teachers who were seeking to instill in their students the values that the American flag represents.  
In 1885, a Wisconsin teacher named Bernard J. Cigrand first organized a group of school children to observe June 14th as the Flag's birthday. He placed a 10 inch, 38-star flag in a bottle on his desk then assigned his students to compose essays on the flag and its significance. Cigrand, now known as the 'Father of Flag Day,' continued to publically advocate the observance of Flag Day for years.
A few years later the efforts of New York school teacher George Balch led to the formal observance of Flag Day on June 14th by the New York State Board of Education. 
Now don’t worry, I have no essay assignments planned for today. But I do want to take some time to reflect on what the American flag stands for and why we sacrifice so much to protect and defend it. 
As America’s Away Team, the U.S. Navy has a special window into how our nation is regarded in the international community.  Sailors act as a Global Force for Good, deployed around the world and around the clock to ensure that this country, its allies and its interests are safe. Because of their efforts, the American flag brings an instant reaction from people around the world. 
For those in need of protecting, the American flag brings a sense of safety.  
About 70 percent of the Earth’s surface is covered with water, and about 80 percent of the world’s people live near the sea. Approximately 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea.  Clearly, strength on the seas is critical to ensuring the safety of civilians around the world, and the American flag is a symbol of that strength. The U.S. Navy is working with foreign navies, coast guards, and maritime police forces to maintain global maritime security in the face of common threats.
For those who seek to commit evil acts, the American flag brings a sense of fear. 
The U.S. Navy is determined to root out and destroy those who would do harm to us and our allies, wherever they are hiding. Counterterrorism operations are a critical part of our strategy to achieve global security. In May 2011, in Abbottabad, Pakistan, a U.S. military operation killed Osama bin Laden, bringing justice to one of the most violent men of our time while sending a clear message to extremists that America will not rest until those who support freedom around the world are safe.  
For those in need of humanitarian aid, the American flag brings a sense of relief.  

Throughout our history, the Navy has supported countries across the world in times of humanitarian crisis. The American flag flew proudly on the U.S.S. Comfort following the devastating earthquake in Haiti, offering a medical team of 550 Navy doctors, nurses, technicians and support staff to provide a host of medical services. The flag flew again atop the U.S.S. George Washington as it pulled into the eastern shores of the Philippines after a calamitous typhoon devastated the country. 
Human suffering moves us to act, and in times when disaster strikes, the American flag is never far behind, offering support when it is needed most.  This is the honor and respect that our brave men and women, and all those who served before them, have brought to Old Glory.
But no reaction to the American flag is as strong as when it is flown here at home. 
When the colors red, white and blue were first introduced on the Great Seal in 1782, it was said that the white signifies purity and innocence; the red: hardiness and valor; and blue vigilance, perseverance and justice. I want to conclude by asking you to reflect on what comes to your mind when you see the flag. 
For me, it is an enormous sense of pride. It’s an understanding that I am fortunate to live in a country that affords me freedom and opportunity, and an understanding that our diverse mix of cultures are bound by the values that this flag represents. America is truly an extraordinary country, and this flag stands as a daily reminder. 
Thank you, and God bless.



